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TO THE 


TOVN-COUNCIL and CITIZENS 
of EDINBURGH. 


N oppoſition to Sir Laurence Dundas' $ political intereſt i in the 
city of Edinburgh was commenced in the year 1776. It 
was headed by a noble Lord and a great officer of State; and a ce- _ 

lebrated banking company ſpeedily rie the third head to this 19 {ii 
growling faction. 1 

3 The oppoſition was defeated, harmony reſtored, and, til the diſ- 
F folution of parliament, it was univerſally believed, that their repre- 
ſentative would hold his ſeat for the third time, and that by an u- 
nanimous election. But, after a ſtudiedand deceitful tranquillity, an 
oppoſition from that individual quarter has again ariſen. The ſame 
noble Peer again entertains in Fortune's.— The ſame Lord Advocate, „ 199 
with that propriety ſo becoming his office, again ſolicits for votes ; 1 "mY 
and the ſame banking company again furniſh the city with a candi- 5 1 
date for repreſenting her in Parliament.—It is not incurious to | | 


obſerve how this junto adapt to the times and circumſtances thoſe © 1 
objections to the conduct of Sir Laurence Dundas, which are truly 1 
e i : | | = ”- 89 ® 9 . i} | 
nothing elſe than pretexts calculated to varniſh their own ambition. 7 l 
In 4 
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In our city politics of the 1776, it was thought neceſſary to gain 
over the trades by extending their privileges, at the expence of ov - 
turning the conſtitution of the borough, As certain warm followers 
of this party were ſuppoſed to favour the ſentiments of their bre- 
thren who were ſtruggling for independence in America, ſo they a= 
dopted their forms, and even borrowed their titles, —Edinburgh, as 
well as America, had HER DELEGATES AND HER CONGRESS.— 


Then the preſs poured forth their declamations about liberty; their 


political pamphlets were uſhered in with this motto, or the like“. 


For liberty, my friends: 
e. ſhall be freed from your oppreſſor's tyranny ; 
* Ye ſhall be freed from thoſe opprobrious wrongs 
«< That gall you now, and bend your ſpirits downwards,” 


They complained, that, as the members of council who oppo- 
fed the trades in their views of extending their privileges, were the 


| friends of Sir Laurence Dundas; ſo © The F whole of this oppoſi- 


tion to the trades may be juſtly attributed to the ſaid Sir Lau- 
And, in a ſubſequent paper, . they dwelt upon 


«© rence Dundas.“ 
e the abuſe they had met with, not only from the ee 


put alſo from Sir Laurence Dundas and his minions,” 


Let us mark the language the ſame junto have now adopted. In 


ſpeaking upon the former conduct of the faction, they obſerve, 
that © The oppoſition party, however, was diſappointed ; and, as 
6 their object was, in a great meaſure, unimportant, not to ſay un- 
«. reaſonable, the candid and unbiaſed part of the community felt 
“ no regret at their diſappointment.” 
C 


© Great harmony has 


oo 


e between the council and their repreſentative, He merited their ap- 


66 probation 


* Addreſs to the Fourteen Incorporations, 2a oth Auguſt 1777. 
+ Reſolutions of the Delegates, 26th Auguſt 1777. 


long ſubſiſted betwixt the members of council in themſelves, and 


_ 
wo 


. 


s 


« all matters concerning the city without interference. They al- 
« moſt, for the firſs time, felt their independency ; and he met Cyith ap- 


* plauſe for his moderation.“ 
As the junto ſee it impoſſible, i in this freſh conteſt, to 1 8780 up- 


on the citizens an unfavourable idea of Sir Laurence Dundas's be- 


haviour towards the town-council or inhabitants, they now have re- 


courſe to cenſure of his parliamentary conduct; finding it more eaſy 
to miſrepreſent either the ſteps of his conduct, in affairs of national 
concern, or the motives which gave riſe to them, than his behaviour 


in relation to the city of Edinburgh, of which we are e all better ca- 


pable to form a right judgment. 


To this effect, they find it neceſſary to FER the ſl of erty they 
aſſumed in their former conteſt, and from being the champions of 


freedom, to become the profeſſed advocates for miniſterial influence. 


« They roar for Liberty to-day, _ 
4 They baul for Power to-morrow.” 


As they perceive the loyal principles which happily glow in the 
breaſts of our countrymen, they, with no ſmall portion of malice 
and abſurdity, repreſent Sir Laurence Dundas to be“ the avowed 
© opponent of the welfare f of his injured country.“ In this, 


however, there is no more truth, than in the reports lately circulated by 
the ſame party, that the Good Town would not get the King's plate at 


the races, unleſs they applied for it through the medium of the Lord 
Advocate ; and that Mr Dundas of Caftlecary was to be put under ar- 


reſt, if he preſumed io leave his regiment at this general election. 
As this extravagant charge againſt Sir Laurence Dundas will be 


ſhown to be founded on nothing elſe than his voting twice or thrice 
againſt the. miniſtry, I muſt here obſerve, that the Duke of Buc- 


cleugh and Lord Advocate have themſelves been guilty of the me 
enor 


* Addreſs, Sth September 1780, p 3. I Ibid. 


«© probation, and he had it. He left them to themſelves to determine 
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enormous crime. The Duke of Buccleugh's outſet in the political 


155 to an underſtunding with the miniſter, dropping his oppoſition, and 
bis ſeat in parliament by turning out a member who enjoyed the fa 
ſeat, thus happily obtained, he oppoſed the meaſures of government, 
until he got what he wanted. When we conſider the /olid marks of 


favour his Lordſhip has ſince obtained, it is not to be wondered at 
that he ſhould drop his oppoſition. 


IL. 3000 a year, from the inhabitants of Edinburgh, for the purpoſe 


rica began, I, for my own part, entertained the ſame notions of the 


(6) 


tract, was marked by an oppoſition to the miniſtry, in their infa- 
mous mode of managing the election of the ſixteen peers. But it 
is not of this oppoſition which I complain, but of his Grace's coming 


leaving his brethren. And as for the Lord Advocate, he obtained 


vour of his ſavereign, and was ſupported by maniflerial influence. His 


© Cui vates horrere videns Jam colla colubris, 


Melle ſoporatam et medicatis rug ibus Han 
* objicit, Ile fama rabida tria e pandens 
and Corripit objectam," 


Since that, we have been indebted to the Lord Advocate for the 
corn bill for raiſing the price of grain, to oppoſe which the citi- 
zens of Glaſgow ſubſcribed L. 1200 in half an hour; the Popiſl 
bill, which has been attended with ſuch bleed con/equences over all 
the nation; the bill for exaCting tolls, to the amount of perhaps 


of building a ſouth bridge, and to impoveriſh or ruin the reſt ; ard 
it is no fault of his Lordſhip's that the Good Town, and indeed the 
whole nobility and gentry in Scotland, were not affronted by a re- 
fuſal of the King's plate. After this oppoſition to miniſtry, and theſe 
culpable meaſures, methinks this junto urge their objections to Sit 
Laurence Dundas with but indifferent grace. But, before confider- 
ing Sir Laurence's conduct, it will be neceſſary | to ſay a few words 
on the ſtate of public affairs. —.— 

When the unhappy differences between Great Britain and Ame- 


Juſtice 


1 
=” 


and their naval ſtrength inferior to ours.“ 
but it may be a juſter poſition, that taxation and repreſentation are re- 

ciprocal. And I ſee clear as day, that the miniſtry have been moſt e- 
gregiouſly miſinformed reſpecting the ſtate of America, as well as the 


120 


juſtice of our quarrel, which were then embraced by (I believe) the 


greater part of the Engliſh, and almoſt all the Scots to a man, that 


legiſlation and taxation were reciprocal, I alſo beheved the reports 
which government ſet forth, of the ſtate of America, and the incli- 
nations and naval ſtrength of the European powers, That the for- 


* mer would be very eaſily conquered, that the latter were friendly, 
I now begin to doubt 


inclinations and naval ſtrength of foreign powers ; that the national 
debt has, in the courſe of the war, increaſed to a moſt alarming 


height ; that our allies are embracing the opportunity to become our 


enemies; and, that the conqueſt of America i is an arduous matter, and 


of the moſt unpromiſing aſpect. 


This ſtate of affairs, ſo different from what was is expected at the 
commencement of the American war, has operated a great change in 


the ſentiments of men the beſt attached to government; inſomuch 


that ſome principal perſons in adminiſtration have declared, that, 


if they had known, at the beginning of the war, what they know 
now, they would certainly have oppoſed it. Is it then blameable 
that, in ſuch ſituation, Sir Laurence Dundas ſhould vote for recom- 
mending oeconomy at a time when our . expences are fo great, and 


| our debts ſo heavy ? 


- Having thus ſtated the parts of Sir Laine 8 conduct, which are 
made the foundation of ſo heavy a charge, I muſt now ſpeak to what 
he has done in ſupport of Government. In the courſe of three par- 
laments, in which he and his ſon have fat, they have, with the other 
members which their extenſive influence brought into the Houſe of 
Commons, ſupported the King's meaſures ; yet they have not ob- 
tained the leaſt thing from government for themſelves ; their whole 


requeſts, during ſo long a period, being confined to the ſervice of ; 


thoſe friends whom they repreſented in parliament: And this is more 
than can be ſaid for any member of parliament I know. His libera- 


 lity towards the public charities of the city of Edinburgh, is well 


known, 
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known. He has beſides given L. 1000 towards raiſing the Edin- 
burgh regiment, a meaſure to which great oppoſition was made by 


oh [8 ). 


thoſe ſupporters of government, the Duke of Buccleugh and Lord Ad- 


wocate, and by the Faculty of which a preſent candidate is a member, 
He gave L. 500 towards a Yorkſhire regiment. His nephew ſerves 
in the one, and his ſon, notwithſtanding his opulent fortune, great 


proſpects, and numerous family, in the other. This has hitherto been 


the tenor of his conduct; and, if I am rightly informed of his ſen- 


timents, ſo far from wiſhing to diſtreſs adminiſtration, he inclines to 


give every ſupport to government in a country where he has ſo much 


at ſtake. At the ſame time, I believe, he would not accept a ſeat in 
parliament upon condition that he ſhould have no opinion of his own, 


but he obliged to ſupport every meaſure of any party whatever; and 
that there is nothing he would more hate and deſpiſe than the good 
opinion of thoſe people who complain, that Sir Laurence Dundas i, 
_ the only member for Edinburgh, hi nce the union, that has ever r preſumed 
fo vote againſt adminiſtration. 


And here I muſt entreat my fellow citizens to conſider how much 


ſolid property muſt attach Sir Laurence Dundas to the real intereſts | 

of his country, and how much the vaſt ſum which the Lord Advocate, 
his brothers, uncles, nephews, and couſins, receive in places and pen- 

ſions, muſt bind him to follow every meaſure that has been or may 
be adopted by this or any future adminiſtration. 


It is faid that the city of Edinburgh has voted, in favour of govern 
ment, ſupplies of men, money, and batteries. Has not Sir Laurence 


concurred with them in each of theſe meaſures? Has he left the 


town council unbiafſed and independent in the diſpoſal of their lu- 
crative offices ; or has he filled them up with his dependants and 
menials, as a late great man of the law has done, and another pro- 
bably would do? Is not Sir Laurence Dundas, therefore, the moſt pro- 
per perſon to repreſent this city in parliament ? And are not the ob- 


jections to his parliamentary conduct merely pretexts to cover and 


to forward the ambitious ſchemes of a junto, whoſe conduct has eve! 
been hoſtile to the true intereſts of the city of Edinburgh? 


HORATIO. 
EpixBURGH, bo n 
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